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from his baptismal purity (and who has not so fallen ?) as we hold Baptismal Regeneration to he, and as they hold their supposed regeneration. Except in words, then, we and our opponents are more nearly agreed than is at first sight apparent: and if the choice of terms he the chief point at issue, we have this to say for the expressions which we use; that they are consentient, and even identical with those which are used in the Scriptures; and that they are the same which the whole Church employed, until the days of certain founders of sects called after their own names, at the continental reformation; so that they rest on the highest possible grounds of Scripture and authority."
CONVOCATION, is an assembly of the Bishops and other clergy of the Church of England to consult on matters ecclesiastical. As much is in these days said of convocation, and as many seem to think that a convocation must be holden to settle the disputes now unhappily prevailing among the clergy, it may be interesting if we extend this article that we may supply our readers with a history of convocations. It will be abridged from the account given by Dr. Burns.
That the Bishop of every diocese, in England, as in all other Christian countries, had power to convene the clergy of his diocese, and in a common synod or council with them to transact such affairs as specially related to the order and government of the Churches under his jurisdiction, is not to be questioned. These assemblies of the clergy were as old almost as the first settlement of Christianity amongst us, and amidst all our other revolutions continued to be held till the time of King Henry VIII.
What the Bishop of every diocese did within his own district, the Archbishop of each province, after the kingdom was divided into provinces, did within iris proper province. They called together first the Bishops, afterwards the other Prelates, of their provinces ; and by degrees added to these such of their inferior clergy, as they thought needful. In these two assembles of the clergy (the diocesan synods and provincial councils) only the spiritual affairs of the Church were wont for a long time to be transacted. So that in this respect